
St James Episcopal Church, Hendersonville, NC 

Minutes of the Annual Meeting, January 19, 2020 
 

The meeting was called to order by The Rev. Dr. Carol Jablonski at 10:00 a.m.  A quorum was present.  By 

acclimation Bob Brackett was appointed Parliamentarian and Diane Jacober Secretary.   

The minutes of the January 20, 2019 Annual Meeting were approved as presented. 

Kevin Todd, chair of the 2019 Vestry nominating committee, announced the six candidates presented by the 

committee.  Nominations from the floor were announced. As none were submitted, nominations were closed 

and voting set forth for four members of the Vestry. By acclamation, Tari Watson was appointed proctor. 

Carol gave the annual address, noting that she is impressed how we live out our mission ‘welcome all, love all, 

serve all’ here at St James. Carol shared her understanding of the interim period as a time of renewal, 

intentional alignment with the Diocese and revealing what God is calling St. James to do.  She went into more 

detail about the closing of St. James School For Little Folks and all the research, prayers, discussion and 

discernment that had gone into this difficult but courageous decision. She announced that the Christian 

formation hour next week will be dedicated to a discussion about the school and the path forward for all those 

interested. Christie’s course about reading the bible will be delayed by one week to accommodate this 

discussion. 

Carol introduced Kevin Todd, Senior Warden, and announced that he will be ordained into the Diaconate on 

Saturday March 28th.  

Kevin Todd, Sr. Warden, addressed the parish regarding the busy year for the vestry. He thanked the parish for 

their generous good-bye celebration for Joel and for welcoming Dr. Carol Jablonski as Interim Rector. He 

thanked Carol for her courageous and faithful leadership. He thanked Bill Medina for agreeing to lead the 

Discernment Committee and for all those who have agreed to serve on the committee. He thanked Bishop Jose, 

Canon Augusta and the Diocese for their support. We said good-bye to Ellie and will soon welcome Christoph. 

He thanked the Youth Director Search Committee for their dedication. He thanked the Clergy and staff who do 

so much for us and don’t get the thanks they deserve. Kevin thanked all those who keep St. James building and 

grounds kept up, especially Perry, the Wednesday Work Crew and the Buildings & Grounds Committee. Kevin 

thanked the vestry for their love and longing for focusing on what is best for the church. He enjoyed working 

with a dedicated Vestry who always had the best interest of the church and community in mind in their 

decisions. 

Kevin Todd gave some background on behalf of the Vestry regarding the decision to close St. James School for 

Little Folks. After months of review, research, prayers and discussions, an emergency meeting was held on 

January 4th 2020 with the Vestry, Teri Smith, SFLF Director, and Sallie Carr, SFLF Board Chair to discuss the 

sustainability of the school. In the end, the Vestry voted unanimously to close the school by August 31, 2020, 

giving the teachers and families time to relocate. The motion from the Vestry included a stipulation that the 

space currently in use by SFLF would continue to be used to serve the community after the school has closed.  

Teri Smith spoke briefly about how she spoke to the parents and teachers this week regarding the closing of the 

School for Little Folks. She has been in contact with other members of the National Association of Episcopal 

Schools (NAES) for support and discovered that school closings are not uncommon within NAES. She knows the 



need for good early childhood education exists in our community and she has already been approached by other 

organizations that would like to partner with us by way of leasing the space. Teri is honored to have been 

entrusted to be the Director of the school and will continue to help shepherd it through its closing.   

Bill Medina, Chair of the Discernment Committee, spoke about the discernment process and the current status 

of the committee. They will have their first meeting on Tuesday January 21, called by Canon Augusta, which is a 

joint meeting with the Vestry. The charge of the committee is to bring the top 2-3 candidate names to the vestry 

by December 1st. He showed the diagram of the process and noted that we are in step 10 of 24 steps. The next 

step will be for the committee to create a parish profile with the help of the entire parish during Holy 

Conversations and in consultation with a group called Holy Cow. The following step will be a formal call for 

applications. 

Carol introduced Lisa Kim Fisher, interim Finance Director who came on board after Debbie Mentch left in early 

January. Carol introduced Matt Henry, our newly elected Treasurer, to present the Financial Report. 

Matt Henry, newly elected Treasurer, presented the 2019 Financial Report, which was also available by paper 

copies that had been distributed.  The church had a surplus of $67k in 2019 mainly due to lower than expected 

salaries with Joel retiring and Ellie leaving without having been replaced. Matt indicated that the surplus will not 

continue in 2020. The St. James School For Little Folks had a $14K deficit in 2019. We have resolved all long-term 

debt by paying off the two mortgages on the houses as part of the Capital Campaign. The total gifts from our 

parish outreach total almost $190k, indicating the generosity of our parish. Matt said that the budget is in final 

stages of tweaking, so it is not contained in the handouts. The Finance committee and the Vestry met in 

December and approved a draft. Given the Parish Administrator’s departure and the closing of the school, a few 

more items will need to be finalized before confirming the budget.  

Kevin Todd announced the results of the Vestry nomination ballots. The four new vestry members are Bill 

Brotherton, Kathryn Wells, Mo Rainey and Mike Gannon.  

Carol extended her thanks to the outgoing Vestry members: Kevin Todd, Trini Fares, Gil Rainey and Sarah 

McSwain (who left in August when she moved to Raleigh). She also thanked outgoing Treasurer, Dick Nace.  She 

presented them with St. James mugs. 

Kristin Huntley, Resource Committee (R.C.) coordinator spoke.  This committee was started several years ago 

with a mission is to have open, clear communications with all ministries.  The RC works closely with the Vestry 

and coordinates over 80 ministries at St James.  Kristin pointed out the newest list of ministry coordinators and 

liaisons printed and available in Stillwell Hall. She encouraged everyone to participate in at least one of the 

ministries. Kristin took a survey by show of hands as to how parishioners get information about the church: 

website, email, facebook, printed weekly bulletin, The Epistle. It appeared that most people got information 

from email and printed bulletin. Kristin thanked all the ministry leaders and liaisons for their service.  

Carol closed the meeting with prayer, asking members to hold hands and pray the Lord’s Prayer together.  

The meeting adjourned at 11:10 

Respectfully submitted by Diane Jacober 


