
The Rev. David Henson became an Episcopalian as a sophomore in college when a friend invited him to an Epis-
copal church, and, for the first time, he heard the Collect for Purity, a prayer he had been longing to pray but never 
knew existed.  

While it would take him another five or six years to finally get properly confirmed, that ancient prayer set him on a 
long, winding path toward ordination that stretched from Samford University, a Baptist college in Birmingham, 
Alabama, to the Graduate Theological Union in Berkeley, California, with a four-year stretch as a journalist and a 
five-year stretch as a stay-at-home dad in the midst of it. 

From 2011 to 2015, David served at St. Bartholomew’s in North Augusta, S.C., first as youth minister, then as as-
sociate rector after his ordination in 2013. 

After moving to Western North Carolina for his wife Amber’s medical residency, he joined the staff at Trinity 
Episcopal Church in Asheville as the associate rector in 2016. For the past five years, his ministry has engaged all 
parts of the parish from pastoral care and administration to stewardship and formation.  

He also currently serves on the Executive Council and Commission on Ministry for the Diocese of Western North 
Carolina and is the Homiletics (Preaching) instructor for Iona WNC, the diocesan education program for bivoca-
tional priests. 

David is passionate about servant leadership and empowering God’s people—of all ages—to find and flourish in 
their own vocations. Nothing transforms lives like people who know their belovedness in Christ and who have 
come fully alive in the Spirit, proclaiming in word and deed the love of God and living out their baptismal vows in 
the world.  

In his spare time, he enjoys spending time with his family, reading, poetry (he’s the proud owner of a signed book 
of poetry by none other than the Rev. Tim Jones), hiking, backpacking, and movies.  

David has been married to Amber, a family physician with Blue Ridge, for almost 18 years and they have two sons, 
Brendan and Will, both at Hendersonville Middle School. As a family, they have lived in Hendersonville since 2015 
and now make their home in Laurel Park, where they are waiting for their newly planted apple trees to grow and 
attempting to fend off the rabbits who are eyeing their chard, strawberries, and runner beans. They have one cat 
named Millie and one energetic Australian Shepherd named Archie.  


