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THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
THE HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2022 AT 10:00 A.M.  
Welcome to St. James! The text for worship can be found in the red Book of Common Prayer 

(BCP); hymns are found in the indicated hymnals. During Communion, all who come in faith 
are welcome to receive the consecrated bread and wine.  

 

 

THE WORD OF GOD 
VOLUNTARY  
Chorale, Meditation, Bicinium, and Aria on “Winchester New” (Hymn 76) 
              Bruce Neswick 

INTROIT               Ian Quinn 
Phillip Haynie, cantor 

Our King and Savior now draws near. 
Come let us adore him. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be; Amen. 

The people stand at the sound of the bell.  

Hymn 76 (blue Hymnal 1982) “On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry”  
        Winchester New 
THE OPENING ACCLAMATION  “Enriching Our Worship” 
Celebrant: Blessed are you, holy and living One.  
People:  You come to your people and set them free.  

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY              BCP p. 355 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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 TRISAGION     Jeffrey Smith 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach 
repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed 
their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming 
of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  
 
THE FIRST LESSON                                                                  Isaiah 11:1-10 
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow 
out of his roots. The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of 
wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of 
knowledge and the fear of the Lord. His delight shall be in the fear of 
the Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears 
hear; but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with 
equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of 
his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the 
wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness 
the belt around his loins. The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard 
shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 
and a little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze, their 
young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The 
nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall 
put its hand on the adder’s den. They will not hurt or destroy on all my 
holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as 
the waters cover the sea. 
 
On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the 
nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 
 
Reader:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

Reflective silence will follow. 
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 PSALM 72:1-8 (congregation joins choir in singing the antiphon, seated)      Peter Hallock  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE SECOND LESSON                                                           Romans 15:4-13  
For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so 
that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might 
have hope. 
 
May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in 
harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that 
together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
 
Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the 
glory of God. For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the 
circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm 
the promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might 
glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, “Therefore I will confess you 
among the Gentiles, and sing praises to your name”; and again he says, 
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 “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”; and again, “Praise the Lord, all you 
Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him”; and again Isaiah says, “The root 
of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; in him the 
Gentiles shall hope.” 
 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you 
may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Reader:   Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People:    Thanks be to God. 

Reflective silence will follow. 

Hymn 65  “Prepare the way, O Zion”                  Bereden väg for Herran 
 
THE GOSPEL                  Matthew 3:1-12 
Deacon:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People:    Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, 
proclaiming, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” This is the 
one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, “The voice of one 
crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths 
straight.’” Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around 
his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then the people of 
Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region along the 
Jordan, and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their 
sins. 
 
But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said 
to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to 
come? Bear fruit worthy of repentance. Do not presume to say to yourselves, 
‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these 
stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root 
of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down 
and thrown into the fire. “I baptize you with water for repentance, but one 
who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his 
sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing 
fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his 
wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
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 Deacon:  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People:    Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
THE SERMON      The Rev. Timothy Dale Jones 

Reflective silence will follow. 

THE NICENE CREED (said by all, standing)        BCP p. 358  

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                    
Lector:   Trusting in God’s love, we pray for ourselves, each other and the 
 world, that we will bear fruit worthy of the kingdom of God, 
 saying: Lord, in your mercy,  
People:  Hear our prayer.  

THE CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION          BCP p. 360  

THE PEACE         BCP p. 360 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
Offertory Anthem  Comfort, Comfort, Now My People  
            Freu dich sehr, arr. John Ferguson 
 
 Comfort, comfort now my people; tell of peace so says our God. 
 Comfort those who sit in darkness mourning under sorrow’s load. 
 To God’s people now proclaim that God’s pardon waits for them; 
 Tell them that their war is over; God will reign in peace forever. 
 
 For the herald’s voice is crying in the desert far and near; 
 Calling us to true repentance, since the Kingdom now is here. 
 Oh, that warning cry obey! Now prepare for God away! 
 Let the valleys rise to meet him, and the hills bow down to greet him! 
 
 Straight shall be what long was crooked, and the rougher places plain. 
 Let your hearts be true and humble, as befits his holy reign. 
 For the glory of the Lord now on earth is shed abroad, 
 And all flesh shall see the token that God’s word is never broken. 
 —Johann Olearius, trans. Catherine Winkworth 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

You may receive the consecrated wine today by drinking from the silver chalice or by intinction 
(dipping the bread) in the green chalice. If you choose to intinct, please hold the consecrated Bread to 

allow the Chalice bearer to take the bread, dip it in the Wine, and return it to your hand.  
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 EUCHARISTIC PRAYER B        BCP p. 367 
Celebrant and People: 
Sanctus                                          Jeffrey Smith 

The celebrant continues with Eucharistic Prayer B in BCP p. 367 

The Lord’s Prayer, S 149      McNeill Robinson II 
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The Breaking of the Bread: Lamb of God     Jeffrey Smith 

THE COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 
All who come in faith are welcome to receive Communion.  

 Please remain in your pew until our ushers direct you to the appropriate station for receiving the 
Sacraments. If you are not yet baptized in a Christian denomination, we invite you forward to participate 
in Communion by receiving a special blessing from our clergy. Baptism is open to all at St. James.  

 
 You may receive the Consecrated Wine in one of two ways, either by sipping from the silver chalice or by 

allowing the server to dip your bread in the small green intinction cup. You may also choose not to receive 
the Wine with the assurance that Christ is fully present in the Bread.  

 

Communion Anthem                     Michael Praetorius, arr. Jan Sandström 
Phillip Haynie, conductor 

 Lo, How a Rose e’er blooming from tender stem hath sprung! 
 Of Jesse’s lineage coming as men of old have sung. 
 It came, a flow’ret bright, amid the cold of winter, 
 When half spent was the night. 
 —German, 15th cen., trans. Theodore Baker 
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Hymn 310  “O saving Victim, opening wide”                    Herr Jesu Christ  
 
SENDING OF LAY EUCHARISTIC VISITORS 
Celebrant:   In the name of Christ and this parish, I send you forth  
 bearing these gifts, that our sisters and brothers may share 
 in Christ’s body and blood.  
People:  We who are many are one body because we all share one 
 bread and one cup. 
 
THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER                           BCP p. 366 
Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the 
spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior 
Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living 
members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And 
now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love 
and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and 
to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.  
 
THE BLESSING 
May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came among 
us in great humility, sanctify you with the light of his blessing and set you 
free from all sin. Amen. 
May he whose second Coming in power and great glory we await, make 
you steadfast in faith, joyful in hope and constant in love. Amen.  

May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer, at his second 
Advent be rewarded with unending life. Amen.  

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen.  

 
Hymn 59  “Hark! A thrilling voice is sounding”                Merton  
 
THE DISMISSAL 
Deacon:  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People:   Thanks be to God. 
 
Voluntary  Toccata on Winchester New             Bruce Neswick 
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Announcements 
 

We welcome you to our Adult Formation series, The Advent Prophets, November 27 - 
December 18, at 9 a.m. in the Trinity Room. Advent is a time of waiting and watching 
for the entrance of the Incarnation into the world. We hear a lot in our Sunday lection-
ary from several prophets from the Hebrew Scriptures. Joining us on the Second and 
Fourth Sundays of Advent will be parishioner Gary Stansell, Dr. Theol., Heidelberg, 
Emeritus Professor of Religion, who taught biblical studies for 40 years at St. Olaf Col-
lege, Northfield, MN, with particular interest in the Hebrew prophets and the cultural 
anthropology of the Mediterranean, biblical world. 
 
On Sunday mornings before or after the service, we invite you to write Advent greeting 
cards to parishioners who aren't able to be with us in-person. Visit the table in Stillwell 
Hall, pick out a card and write a note or blessing to parishioners at home or in care cen-
ters. 
 
The St. James Grief Group Begins in December. Experiencing loss is part of being hu-
man and grief is the human response to that loss, whether through death or separation of 
any other kind. If you have experienced a recent significant loss, please consider attending 
the St. James’ Grief Group, beginning Thursday, December 1st at 1 p.m. in the St. Mary’s 
Room. We will meet every Thursday for 8 weeks. Please contact Christie+ 
at christie@stjamesepiscopal.com for more information or to sign up. 
 
We are hosting an Alternative Christmas Fair— Offering Gifts of Hope Around the 
World Sunday, November 27 and Sunday, December 4 from 9 a.m.—noon in Stillwell 
Hall. We welcome you to this opportunity to learn more about our international minis-
tries in Cuba, Honduras, South Africa and Jerusalem and make holiday donations in lieu 
of gifts. Volunteers will be at each table to provide information, share stories of the good 
work going on in these countries, and accept donations.   
 
Christmas Eve Children’s Pageant on Saturday, December 24 at 3 p.m. in the church. 
Everyone from age 0 (with parent) to high school students is invited to join as angels, 
shepherds, kings, animals, Mary, Joseph, and narrators. We will have two rehearsal dates, 
December 11 and dress rehearsal on December 18 after the 10 a.m. service. Contact Di-
ane at echomtn1@yahoo.com or Christoph at christoph@stjamesepiscopal.com to join in 
on the fun. 
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 St. Nicholas is visiting St. James! Our own Saint Nick will visit the Children during Sunday 
School on Sunday, December 4 at 10 a.m. in the Atrium. He also invites all children, families, 
and young-at-heart ones to his Nikolaus Party on Tuesday, December 6 at 5 p.m. in Stillwell Hall 
for an early evening of fun, advent songs, German Christmas sweets, and the Peanuts Christmas 
Special. 
 
The next Celtic Service will be Saturday, December 10 at 5 p.m.  Music for the service will be 
led by members of Allelu! (Lisa Whitfield, director) and harpist Lelia Lattimore.  Please join us for 
this quiet, contemplative service. 

 
Christmas Flower Dedications must be submitted by Sunday, December 18. 
Honor your loved ones this Advent season by giving to the Christmas Flower 
Fund. Please make your check payable to St. James with "Christmas Flowers" 
on the memo line, and put it in the Flower Guild mailbox or the offering 
plate. You may also give on our website by selecting the Give tab and selecting 
Flower Fund from the drop-down menu or scanning this QR Code with your 
smartphone. 
 

The Creation Care Ministry team would like to suggest gift and stocking stuffer ideas that help 
reduce the use of plastic in our environment. Please stop by our table in Stillwell Hall to take a 
look at our display. You can also enter the drawing to win one of the items from the display. 
There will be an opportunity on the entry form to add your email address to our mailing list if 
you would like to be more involved in our efforts. Let's all do what we can to be more aware of 
how we can reduce our use of plastics. 
 
For the month of December, we will be collecting food for The Storehouse. The Storehouse 
provides food for seniors, singles and families in Henderson County.  Items needed:  canned veg-
gies, tuna, chicken, yams and green beans for holiday meals, cereal, mac & cheese, and hygiene 
items. Your help is always appreciated.  
 
VOLUNTEER DRIVERS NEEDED to transport parishioners to church services on a regular 
basis. If you are interested in this ministry, please call Mindy at 828-694-6921 for more infor-
mation. 
 
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd Sunday School is offered at 9 a.m. and 10 a.m. in the Atriums 
by the Trinity Room for ages 2 through 5th grade.  Families are encouraged to attend Adult For-
mation at 9 a.m. Children will return during the Peace in church. 
 
EYC Youth Group is meeting every 2nd Sunday of the month. All teenagers are invited to join us 
on Sunday, December 11, from 5-7:30 p.m. in the Youth Room, where we will explore the uni-
verse this month. We will have dinner and compline together. Contact Christoph at (828) 845-
0656 to RSVP and for more information. 
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Music is reproduced under CCLI #11103957 and One License A-732770.  Permission to stream the music in this 
service obtained from One License A-732770.  All rights reserved.  

The Thursday Thrift Shop needs donations for our children's department.  We're looking for 
clothing, infant and kids sizes up 8,  as well as shoes, mittens, hats, coats and jackets.  We also 
need toys, books and puzzles. As always, we welcome all donations and we thank you for your sup-
port. Donations accepted Mondays & Tuesdays from 9-11:30 a.m. 
 
Thank you to all those who have already returned their stewardship commitment cards for 
2023. You can return it, by mail or in-person, at any time. If you did not receive one or misplaced 
yours, you can pick up one today or simply use your smartphone to scan this QR code and you 
can make your pledge online. You can revisit all our stewardship reflections from fellow parishion-
ers at our website by visiting here: https://www.stjamesepiscopal.com/other-
ministries/stewardship/stewardship-ministries.html 
 
Join us for our midweek Holy Eucharist at noon every Wednesday in the 
Chapel. This service last no longer than 45 minutes so anyone can attend, either 
on a lunch break or in the midst of running errands. It's an intimate service that 
includes optional, individual healing prayer with a member of the clergy. 
 
Monday Noon Prayer: Open your Book of Common Prayer to page 103 and join us on 
Zoom.  Link:   https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81315141482 Meeting ID: 813 1514 1482, Passcode: 
BCP103 

SAVE THE DATE! 
The 33rd Annual Candlemas Concert is right 
around the corner and we are thrilled to announce 
our headliner, Kimberly Cann, an acclaimed con-
cert pianist, educator, and social advocate.  She will 
take center stage on the grand piano on Sunday, 
January 29, 2023 at 4 p.m. 

Tickets go on sale December 1 and are $25 each. 
Purchase them online at:  

https://www.stjamesepiscopal.com/about-us/news/
candlemas.html 
They can also be purchased at the Hendersonville 
Visitors Center on Main Street, Diamond Rush Jew-
elry in Laurel Park, or the St. James Reception Desk.  
For more information or to purchase tickets by 
phone, please contact Tari Watson at (352) 490-
1056 or watson32625@aol.com.  
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The Right Reverend José McLoughlin, Bishop 

LAY MINISTERS OF THE SERVICE 

This week we’re praying for our Cuban brothers and sisters at: 
SAN PEDRO, JIQUI:  A small congregation whose church was destroyed by hurricane and for 40 years was 

without services.  The “remnant” was gathered and a house purchased to serve as a church.  One of the 
ministries of San Pedro is doing laundry for the elderly of this very poor village.  

 

And we pray for our missionaries, including:  
Jennie McConnachie, our medical missionary, works as a school nurse in Makhanda at Holy 

Cross School (Episcopal), which was founded at the end of the apartheid in South Africa, and 
serves on the board of Touching Acts in Mthatha, South Africa.  

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK   
Karen McGarr, Carol Rawson, Mary Trowbridge, Ann Ferguson, Cynthia McVean,  

Barbara Greene, Ann Denson, Cindy Drake, Gil Rainey, Mark Fransioli, Bob Bonner,  
Tanner Hulsey, Beau Singletary 

Jeremy Lee, Verger 
Pat Freeman, Lectors 

Jenx, Bo & Raleigh Cowan,  
Fred & Zana Smith, Acolytes 

Sallie Carr & Ann Grove, Altar Guild 

Lee Burdett, Gene Carr,  
Lutrelle & Carey O’Cain, Chalice Bearers   

Robert Braswell, Leckie Rives, Chris Brock, Ushers 
Nan Payne & Patti Brotherton, Flower Guild 

CLERGY AND STAFF 

The Rev. David Henson, Rector 
david@stjamesepiscopal.com 

 
The Rev. Christiana Walton, Associate Rector 

christie@stjamesepiscopal.com 
 

The Rev. Tim Jones, Deacon 
tim@stjamesepiscopal.com 

 
Brad Gee, Director of Music and Organist 

brad@stjamesepiscopal.com 
 

Christoph Herpel,  
Director of Youth & Family Ministries  

christoph@stjamesepiscopal.com 

Mindy Campos, Director of Operations  
for Administration & Communication 

mindy@stjamesepiscopal.com 
 

Teri Smith, Facilities Manager 
teri@stjamesepiscopal.com 

 
Perry Jones, Sexton 

sexton@stjamesepiscopal.com 
 

Sharon Miller & Rebecca Levi,  
Financial Associates and Bookkeepers 

sharon@stjamesepiscopal.com 
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