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EVENING PRAYER 
March 3, 2021, 6:00 PM 

St. James Episcopal Church, Hendersonville, NC 

   

OPENING SENTENCES 

Officiant: O God, make speed to save us. 
Response: O God, make haste to help us. 

All:  Glory to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God: 
  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

PHOS HILARON 

O gracious Light, 
 pure brightness of the everliving God in heaven, 
 O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed! 

Now as we come to the setting of the sun, 
 and our eyes behold the vesper light 
 we sing your praises, O God: 
 Holy and Undivided Trinity. 

You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, 
 O Word of God, O Giver of Life, 
 and to be glorified through all the worlds. 

THE PSALM OF THE DAY 

Antiphon: Run the great race of faith and take hold of eternal life, * 
  for to this you were called. 

 
Psalm 119 :73-96 

Yodh Manus tuæ fecerunt me 

 
73 Your hands have made me and fashioned me; * 
give me understanding, that I may learn your 
commandments. 
 
 

 

 

74 Those who fear you will be glad when they see 
me, * 
because I trust in your word. 
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75 I know, O Lord, that your judgments are right *  
and that in faithfulness you have afflicted me. 
 
76 Let your loving-kindness be my comfort, * 
as you have promised to your servant. 
 
77 Let your compassion come to me, that I may 
live, * 
for your law is my delight. 
 
78 Let the arrogant be put to shame, for they 
wrong me with lies; * 
but I will meditate on your commandments. 
 
79 Let those who fear you turn to me, * 
and also those who know your decrees. 
80 Let my heart be sound in your statutes, * 
that I may not be put to shame. 
 
Kaph Defecit in salutare 
 
81 My soul has longed for your salvation; * 
I have put my hope in your word. 
 
82 My eyes have failed from watching for your 
promise, * 
and I say, "When will you comfort me?" 
 
83 I have become like a leather flask in the smoke, * 
but I have not forgotten your statutes. 
 
84 How much longer must I wait? * 
when will you give judgment against those who 
persecute me? 
 
85 The proud have dug pits for me; * 
they do not keep your law. 
 
 

86 All your commandments are true; * 
help me, for they persecute me with lies. 
 
87 They had almost made an end of me on earth, * 
but I have not forsaken your commandments. 
 
88 In your loving-kindness, revive me, * 
that I may keep the decrees of your mouth. 
 
Lamedh In Æternum, Domine 
 
89 O Lord, your word is everlasting; * 
it stands firm in the heavens. 
 
90 Your faithfulness remains from one generation 
to another; * 
you established the earth, and it abides. 
 
91 By your decree these continue to this day, * 
for all things are your servants. 
 
92 If my delight had not been in your law, * 
I should have perished in my affliction. 
 
93 I will never forget your commandments, * 
because by them you give me life. 
 
94 I am yours; oh, that you would save me! * 
for I study your commandments. 
 
95 Though the wicked lie in wait for me to destroy 
me, * 
I will apply my mind to your decrees. 
 
96 I see that all things come to an end, * 
but your commandment has no bounds. 

 

 
All:   Glory to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God,* 
  as it was in the beginning, is now and will be forever. 
 
Antiphon: Run the great race of faith and take hold of eternal life, * 
  for to this you were called. 
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THE LESSON                 JOHN 5:1-18 

A Reading from gospel according to John: 

 
After this there was a festival of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. Now in 
Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate there is a pool, called in Hebrew Bethzatha, which has five 
porticoes. In these lay many invalids—blind, lame, and paralyzed. One man was there 
who had been ill for thirty-eight years. When Jesus saw him lying there and knew that 
he had been there a long time, he said to him, ‘Do you want to be made well?’ The sick 
man answered him, ‘Sir, I have no one to put me into the pool when the water is stirred 
up; and while I am making my way, someone else steps down ahead of me.’ Jesus said to 
him, ‘Stand up, take your mat and walk.’ At once the man was made well, and he took up 
his mat and began to walk. 
 
Now that day was a sabbath. So the Jews said to the man who had been cured, ‘It is the 
sabbath; it is not lawful for you to carry your mat.’ But he answered them, ‘The man who 
made me well said to me, “Take up your mat and walk.”’ They asked him, ‘Who is the 
man who said to you, “Take it up and walk”?’ Now the man who had been healed did not 
know who it was, for Jesus had disappeared in the crowd that was there. Later Jesus found 
him in the temple and said to him, ‘See, you have been made well! Do not sin anymore, so 
that nothing worse happens to you.’ The man went away and told the Jews that it was 
Jesus who had made him well. Therefore the Jews started persecuting Jesus, because he 
was doing such things on the sabbath. But Jesus answered them, ‘My Father is still 
working, and I also am working.’ For this reason the Jews were seeking all the more to 
kill him, because he was not only breaking the sabbath, but was also calling God his own 
Father, thereby making himself equal to God. 

 
Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

CANTICLE 

Remember the days of old,* 
   of Moses, God’s servant. 

Where are you, O God,* 
   who brought out of the Nile the shepherds of your flock? 

Where are you who endowed them with your Holy Spirit,* 
   who by the right hand of Moses  
   set to work with such glorious power?  

Who divided the waters before them* 
   to win for yourself ever lasting renown? 

Who made them walk through the depths of the Red Sea,* 
   as easily as a horse through the desert? 

Look down from heaven, O God;* 
   look down from your holy and glorious dwelling. 
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Where is your ardor, your might,* 
  the yearning of your inmost heart? 

Do not withhold your compassion from us,* 
   for you are our Savior. 

Though Abraham does not own us,* 
   Israel does not acknowledge us, 

you yourself, O God, are our Savior:* 
   our Redeemer is your ancient Name. 

THE MAGNIFICAT 

Antiphon: Stand firm and immovable, and work for God always, * 
  since you know that in God your labor cannot be lost. 
 
All recite together: 

My soul proclaims your greatness, O God; 
my spirit rejoices in you, my Savior,* 
for you have looked with favor on your lowly servant. 

From this day all generations will call me blessed;* 
you, the Almighty, have done great things for me, 
and holy is your Name. 

You have mercy on those who fear you* 
from generation to generation. 

You, O God, have shown strength with your arm,* 
and scattered the proud in their conceit, 

Casting down the mighty from their thrones* 
and lifting up the lowly. 

You have filled the hungry with good things* 
and sent the rich away empty. 

You have come to the help of your servant Israel,* 
for you have remembered your promise of mercy, 

The promise made to our forebears,* 
to Abraham, Sarah and their children for ever. 

Glory to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God,* 
as it was in the beginning, is now and will be forever. Amen. 

 
Antiphon: Stand firm and immovable, and work for God always, * 
  since you know that in God your labor cannot be lost. 
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CLOSING PRAYERS 
 
Officiant:  Kyrie eleison, 
Response:  Christe eleison, 
All:   Kyrie eleison. 
 
All recite together: 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your Name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 

Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 

 

Suffrages 

 
That this evening may be holy, good and peaceful, 
 We entreat you, O God. 

That your holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and goodwill, 
 We entreat you, O God. 

That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses, 
 We entreat you, O God. 

That there may be peace to your Church and to the whole world, 
 We entreat you, O God. 

That we may depart this life in your faith and fear, and not be condemned 
before the great judgment seat of Christ, 
 We entreat you, O God. 

That we may be bound by your Holy Spirit in the communion of  
James and all your saints, entrusting one another and all our life to Christ. 
 We entreat you, O God. 

 

Collects 

 
A Collect for the Presence of Christ: 
O Jesus, stay with us, for the evening is at hand and the day is past; be our 
companion in the way, kindle our hearts, and awaken hope, that we may 
know you as you are revealed in Scripture and the breaking of bread. Grant 
this for the sake of your love. Amen. 
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A Collect for Trust: 
Most loving God, whose will it is for us to give thanks for all things, to 
fear nothing but the loss of you, and to cast our care on you who care for 
us: Preserve us from faithless fears and worldly anxieties, that no clouds of 
this mortal life may hide from us the light of that love which is immortal, 
and which you have manifested to us in Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

 

Prayers for others 
(Prayers of intercession and thanksgiving offered silently or aloud.) 

 

 
Officiant: Let us bless our God. 
Response:  To God be thanks for ever. 

 
Officiant: 
Glory to God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we 
can ask or imagine. Glory to God from generation to generation in the 
church, and in Christ Jesus forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 

   

 
Worship Leaders 

 
The Rev. Christiana Olsen, Interim Rector 

The Rev. Tracey Kelly, Interim Assistant Rector 

Mr. Mo Rainey, Lector 
 
 
Adapted from the Vespers office for Wednesday during Lent in the St. Helena Breviary published by the 
Order of St. Helena. Located in North Augusta, SC, the Order of St. Helena is a religious order in the 
Episcopal Church for lay and ordained women.  
 
 


